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Candy Hearts?
Pumpkins?
Hold it!
I know what yer thinkin…
“Is it October, or only February?”
Well, considering that this here’s the 
most powerful event in the history of 
AIGA/OC, capable of uniting Type 
Lovers and Paper Lovers everywhere, 
there’s no question that it’s Valentine’s 
Day in October! The only question 
that you’ve gotta ask yourself is, “Am I 
gonna be there?” Well, 
are ya… ‘Designer?’

For our third 
annual Font 
Talk, “Font 
Talk III-D” if 
you will, 
we’re 
bringing 
five of the 
hottest names 
in type to 
Chapman University’s 
glorious Argyos Forum for 
an evening you’ll never forget. 
Just ask yourself how much you’d pay 
to see Brady, Colombini, Kopshina, 
Hoefler & Reeder all in one place… but 
wait! There’s more! We’re adding in 
AIGA/OC’s legendary Paper Show 
where you can grab an armful of the 
latest samples from all the hottest 
Paper Mills… now how much would 

you pay? But wait, there’s still more! 
We’ve taken the wildly popular Paper 
Show concept and expanded it to 
include some of the finest printers and 
other excellent vendors in So Cal! And 
the price for all this? So modest it’s 
practically embarrassing:

Non Members - $15
Members & Students - $10
Student Members - $5
Ad Club Members - $195

For more info or 
reservations just 

call 
714/440-6111

The Program:
6:00-7:30

 Paper Show + Food
7:30-8:30 

Font Talk - Part I
8:30-9:00

Dessert with Sponsors
9:00-10:00

Font Talk - Part II

Thanks to Chapman U for the facilities 
and video support and everything else!

Please don’t hold my dubious use of 
display faces for body copy against the 
designers!

Right before last year’s Font Talk 
this really energetic guy named Tony 
Colombini showed up at an 
AIGA/OC board meeting. When he 
heard that we were doing an event 
called “Font Talk” he excitedly told 
us how he was the founder of a small 
Newport Beach type foundry and 
that he’d be the perfect person to 
give us the small foundry perspective 
on type.



Okay…

The truth is… I BS’d 
him. “Oh, uhh… 
that’d be 
awesome, but, 
uhh… we’ve 
already got 
our panel 
set for this 
year and 
I’d really 
hate to, 
uhh… disturb 
the dynamic. 
But, uhh… we’ll 
get you on next 
year’s panel for sure.”



I pretty much figured that by the 
time the OC chapter of AIGA had 
wobbled it’s way around the sun and 
back this young energite would be 
long gone.



Well, uhh… I may have 
miscalculated slightly. Not only is 
the guy still designing type at his 

Newport Beach foundry “Smiley 
Faces” and creating graphic designs 
for clients ranging from Frozen Food 
Giants to Avant Garde Performance 
Artists when he isn’t busy teaching 
at Platt College, but, uhh… in the 
interim he also seems to have become 
the President of AIGA/OC.



Clearly he’s on this year’s panel not 
in the least because he’s calling the 
shots now and I’m running this event 
at his pleasure, but simply because I 

promised him the 
slot last year. 

And while 
Fred can tell 
us about the 
miracles 
brought to us 
by the 

world’s largest 
type foundry 

and Jonathan 
can tell us about 

being a typographic 
superstar in New York 

and Betsy can tell us about 
the refinement and marketing of 

Grunge Type, it’s Tony who can tell 
us what it’s like to design and 
market your own type while 
designing and teaching and painting 
and doing charitable work on the 
side.



Oh, and, uhh… Tony, thanks for 
lettin ME do the event!

OkayÉ 

So it was time to put this 
year’s event together, and I 
knew we’d round up some of 
the hottest names in type, but 
that wasn’t enough.

We all look back with fond 
reverie to that night so many 
years ago, to the very first 
Font Talk, when Grunge 
Typographer Bill Nelson 
showed us his work. Remem-
ber that face where the letters 
were all like cocktail olives 
with giant skewers going 
through them?

I knew that to have a great 
evening, great 
typographers 
wouldn’t be 
enough, we 
needed 
more. We 
needed 
someone 
to explode 
us out of 

the traditional 
typographic 

box.

I found this 
and more 
in the So 
Cal Fine 
Art Print-
maker Steve 
Reeder. He 
prints broad-

sides with Hol-
zeresque truisms 

like “Kill For Money” 
and Krugeresque im-

agery. In another series 
he uses typographic ele-

ments as abstract building 
blocks. In his futurist poster 
“Red Five” he deconstructs the 
number 5 and uses it as a 
bold design element.

His views on typography may 
shock you, but his graphic im-
ages will certainly amaze you.

I still remember when 
Harper’s Bazaar got it’s 
big redesign. I was an 
art director at 
Mouseylvania at the 
time. Not quite worthy 
of a cubicle in the 
main office building I 
was given a third of a 
glorious trailer out-
side the big building. 
One of my counter-
parts, Steve Nelson, was 
running rampantly 
through the trailer 
cheering “Jonathan 
Hoefler, Jonathan 

Hoefler!” It 
seems that 
Steve… and 
by now 
all the 
rest of 
us… 

thought 
that the 
new faces 
Jonathan 
had created 
were just some 
of the most glo-
rious type he’d 
ever seen.



And then Jonathan did 
the same thing for 
Sports Illustrated.



And then Tony went to 
some conference and 
came back and said that 
there was this incred-
ible New York guy 

there, Jonathan Hoe-
fler and that his talk 
was just fantastic and 
that we just had to 
get him for the next 
Font Talk.



Meanwhile Jonathan’s 
taken a lot of the 
type designs that made 
him famous and pack-
aged them for the rest 
of us. No doubt you’ll 
be able  buy them at 
Font Talk and get 
your type auto-
graphed! But if you 

just can’t 
wait that 
long you 
might 
drop by 
his slick 
website 
at:



www.

typogra-
phy.com




where you 

can see the 
type in use and 

order it too.




We’re really fortu-
nate that Jonathan 
could fit a trip to this 
coast in his busy sched-
ule. You’ll find his 
neoclassical type 
designs mesmerizing 
and hopefully you’ll 
catch a whiff of that 
great New York atti-
tude that got Tony so 
excited.

Of course, everybody knows that 

Adobe’s got a ginormous library of 

type. I don’t even know exactly where 

it all came from - I’m sure Fred could 

tell us - all I know is that we all use 

these faces every day.

You probably recall last year I 

confessed my own life long love-hate 

relationship with Futura. The inner 

battle for my graphic soul still rages, 

but while it does, I use all 87 

(approximately) 

weights of Futura 

that Adobe 

offers.

But 

valuable as 

Adobe’s 

vast library 

of classic 

workhorse 

typefaces is, it’s the 

Adobe Originals that 

really get us excited. After all, 

what’s better than new! (even if The 

New happens to be a classical revival!) 

And who better to tell us about The 

New than Adobe Systems’ Manager of 

New Typographic Development, Fred 

Brady.

With staff and freelancers Fred works 

on a wide range of developments from 

Classic Revivals to Contemporary 

Explorations. If he can find a spare 

minute, he even designs a bit of type 

himself!

Last year he showed us Adobe’s 

glorious new Multiple Master face, 

Adobe Jenson. Not only was the face 

marvelous, but when designer Robert 

Slimbach wanted to introduce an 

intermediate Master, Fred and Co. 

worked with 

Adobe’s type 

engineers to 

add support 

for this 

within the 

ATM 

program! Don’t 

we all wish we 

could do that at our 

little home foundries!

It’s hardly a surprise to mention 

that while print remains vital, the 

web, Acrobat, interactive kiosks et. al. 

have really forged an emphasis for on 

screen quality graphics in recent years. 

And you should hardly be surprised 

that this year Fred’s going to talk 

about a new typographic emphasis at 

Adobe… support of On Screen 

Typography.

For the first Font 
Talk I thought it’d 
be great to spend 
an evening with 
Carol Twombly and 
Zuzanna Licko and 
Margo Chase. By the 
time Carol and 

Zuzanna’d 
turned 
me down  
Margo 
had to 
ask, 
“am I 
your 
token 
woman?” 

Font Talk III-D 
was all set to be a 
boy’s club when Jo-
ven said, “hey, Ga-
rage Fonts publish-
es my stuff and 

Betsy would be an 
awesome speaker.”

Betsy and her 
partner Norbert 
Schulz  have built 
Garage Fonts into  
the premiere Amer-
ican foundry for 

alterna-
tive 
typog-
raphy. 
Betsy 
will 
show us 

some of 
their fonts 

and tell us 
about getting a 

design on the mar-
ket and even tell us 
about their big con-
test in conjunction 
with Fontographer.

Sponsor Night is the night when
AIGA/OC thanks the people who
help make the operation of our non-
profit professional design
organization possible. Without these
loyal supporters we would be unable
to bring you great programs like
Font Talk.

Simply thanking these folks is
plenty of reason to attend and we’re
certain that nobody will come just
because they know
that this is

THE
ONE
BIG
NITE
OF
THE
YEAR TO
GET TONS OF
FREE STUFF!

Because we print these posters ages
in advance, we can’t exactly tell you
who will be here this year, but in
the past some of the paper mills
handing out luxurious swatchbooks

and paper samples were:

Avery
Beckett
Crane

Cross Pointe
Fox River

Fraser
French
Gilbert

Hammermill
Hopper
Ingram

International
James River

Mactac
Neenah
Noland
Potlatch
Simpson
Spicers

Strathmore
Unisource

Warren
Zellerbach

And this year we’ll add to this who’s
who list of the paper industry some
of the finest local printers and other
vendors.

Be sure to start exercising your
sample carrying muscles now!

This is Adobe Jenson
www.adobe.com/type

This is Chronos
www.adobe.com/type

This is Bodura

www.artmartyr.com

This is Espiritus

www.artmartyr.com

This is HTF Gestalt

www.typography.com

This is Inhumaine

www.garagefonts.com This is Gladys


www.garagefonts.com

This is Anaheim ’91
www.ioc.net/~artboy




$3. Parking   

Parking 

across the 

street in 

the 


surrounding 

neighborhood 

is resident 

parking only 

$35 

parking


 fine 

/$65 

towing 

fine.

Argyros Forum is 

located on the east 

side of the campus 

off center street.
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